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1 . DURING HIS CONSULTATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT ON SOVIET 
AFFAIRS JULY 26-27, WE INFORMED TOGO THAT THE USG HAS NOT 
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GOVERNMENTAL NOTES ON YAKUTSK. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT CONSIDER IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE 
TO ENTER INTO A TRILATERAL AGREEMENT ON YAKUTSK PARTICIPA- 
TION AT THIS TIME. 

3. OUR POSITION ON THE YAKUTSK PROJECT (AS STATED IN 
REFTEL B) REMAINS AS FOLLOWS: THE US GOVERNMENT HAS NO 
OBJECTION TO THE PARTICIPATION OF PRIVATE AMERICAN FIRMS, 
ALONG WITH THE JAPANESE AND THE SOVIETS, IN THE EXPLORATORY 
PHASE OF THE YAKUTSK NATURAL GAS PROJECT, I.E. THE PHASE 
COVERED BY THE AGREEMENT SIGNED IN PARIS LAST MARCH. 
PARTICIPATION BY US FIRMS IN THIS PHASE DOES NOT, HOWEVER, 

COMMIT THE USG TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEVELOPMENT PHASE 
OR TO APPROVE LNG IMPORTS FROM YAKUTSK INTO THE US. 

4. FYI. USG PARTICIPATION IN LATER STAGES OF THE 
PROJECT WILL DEPEND ON THREE HARD-TO-PREDICT FACTORS: 

(A) WHETHER THE PROJECT WILL BE CONSONANT WITH OUR 
OVERALL ENERGY POLICY; (B) WHETHER THE RESTRICTIONS ON 
EXIM CREDITS CAN BE REMOVED; AND (C) THE FUTURE COURSE OF 
US-SOVIET RELATIONS. END FYI. 

5. IF THE GOJ CONTINUES TO WISH STRONGLY FOR SOME SORT OF 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION, WE BELIEVE THAT THE EMBASSY'S IDEA 
OF A UNILATERAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FROM THE GOJ 
(PARA 6 REFTEL A) WOULD BE THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY TO 
HANDLE TOGO'S REQUEST. IT COULD CONTAIN A DESCRIPTION OF 

US POLICY AS STATED IN PARA 3 ABOVE. HABIB 
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